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1 Introduction  

Our PMUC congregation is known for our care for each other in ways both prayerful and 

practical. The COVID-19 pandemic has stretched us in our capacity to watch out for each other 

since March. Many of us long to get back to normal and worship together in our building. Yet 

we have to balance that desire with our call to keep each other safe, particularly because our 

congregation consists of so many vulnerable people. Of course, we do have to recognize that 

there are stresses and strains involved in being away from so many of our regular forms of 

connection and so we also need to keep our safety concerns in balance with our mental health 

needs.  

Our COVID Safety team led by Carol Anderlini, with Sandy Roberts, Helen Bing, Susan 

Brouillette, Norma Murray, and supported by Libby Nelson, Bethan Theunissen, and Deanna 

Harrison, have sought to balance these various concerns by seeking to find the greatest 

possible congregational freedom to gather and function and to fulfill our robust commitment to 

the health and safety protocols recommended by BC Ministry of Health, WorkSafeBC, and the 

Pacific Mountain Region of The United Church of Canada. This is no easy task. But we are 

passionate about the health and wellbeing of our congregation and are determined to do our 

best to keep these various needs in balance. 

2 Theology    

Right at the beginning we heard words from a pastor seasoned in crisis ministry. “We've got 

this!” he said, because our faith has taught us that God is with us through the blessings and the 

travails of life. “Learn to manage your stress” he reminded us, because we're all going to need 

to look after our mental health. “Remember your purpose,” he ended, because we need to 

know our lives are meaningful and being clear about and fulfilling our purpose gives us that 

sense of meaning.   

As Christians we believe in the sacredness of human life and the importance of loving one 

another and ourselves by seeking the best for each other. In situations of crisis, we take refuge 

in God’s love and seek wisdom from Wesley's quadrilateral of scripture, tradition, science, and 

experience.  

Scripture: Noah responded to the threat of flood by building an ark to shelter people and 

animals from destruction. They waited in the boat until it was safe to leave. Throughout our 

biblical story God's people have had to trust God and use their wits to protect themselves from 

threats whether human, biological, or environmental. Sometimes they confined themselves or 
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restricted their freedom until the threat was over. God expects us to take care of ourselves and 

each other. Our greatest commandment is to love God wholeheartedly and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves. We need to find ways to do this in a pandemic that we are learning 

about in real time. It's 2020 but we don't have 2020 vision, and need to be cautious to protect 

each other. 

Tradition: From the catacombs to World War 2 bunkers, Christians have showed great ingenuity 

and resilience in responding to life crises of various kinds. Although the past decades have been 

relatively easy on us in the West, we now find ourselves needing to learn from our forebears 

how to keep our chins up in the midst of trouble. 

Science: We’ve appreciated Dr. Bonnie Henry and her team at Health BC. Her reasoned, calm, 

experienced and scientific approach has kept us informed, calm, and kind to each other. We've 

learned along the way how to wash our hands properly and trust in the power of good old 

soap! We've learned that we need to stay at least 2 meters/6 feet apart. We've learned that 

while medical staff needed masks most at first, they're a good idea for everyone, particularly 

when we can't be apart sufficiently. We've also learned how much alcohol we need in a 

disinfectant, what kind of sanitising is required for furnishings, how to keep records of where 

we've been and with whom, what kind of medication helps or hinders healing from this virus, 

and that singing, coughing, sneezing, and even talking loudly in confined spaces can be a deadly 

event even if we don't have symptoms while ill. Science is our friend and we're praying daily for 

the scientists developing vaccines and other protocols that might lead us out of this worldwide 

crisis. We're still learning how to treat this virus, and why it has such different impacts on 

different people. We're blessed to be living in this age where science and technology are able to 

speed or simplify our capacity to manage and connect with each other during this pandemic. 

Experience: All of us have a lifetime of experience in dealing with life's troubles, strengthening 

our resilience, and seeking support when we need it. We also are able to learn from each 

other's experience. We have learned how to care for others. These are the sources of our 

strength at this time. 

3 BC Benchmarks for Gatherings 

The BC Restart Plan: four phases are described with phase 4 only possible once a vaccine has 

been developed or the virus is no longer making people sick. The first three phases describe 

various degrees of openness for businesses and institutions. 

According to the provincial plan, we move between phases on the basis of: 

 Effectiveness of intervention measures in British Columbia and elsewhere 

 New scientific knowledge about COVID-19 

All British Columbians have a role to play in reducing the possibility of transmission. We must 

continue to take it slow and be cautious to progress through the phases. BC's safe restart is not 

a recovery from COVID-19, but the next stage of our response as we learn to live with the virus.  
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What the Province is watching to ease/tighten restrictions: 

 14-Day Incubation Period 

 Monitoring incubation periods in relation to policy changes, like opening up businesses 

 COVID-19 Cases facts 

 Tracking how many confirmed and recovered cases 

 New outbreaks  

 Monitoring if outbreaks are connected, including the location, size and severity 

 What's happening elsewhere 

 Noting how other jurisdictions respond to the pandemic. 

Should transmission rates or deaths increase again, some backward movement through the 

phases might need to occur. 

The Pacific Mountain Region of the United Church: Our Region has posited three phases for the 
reopening of congregations, and as of August 2020, we are still in Phase 1. This is because the 
nature of congregations is very different from most other businesses. Our way of being involves 
being a kind of extended family, where such actions as greeting each other, passing the peace, 
singing together, sharing in food and fellowship involve being close to each other in ways that a 
visit to the grocery store does not. Furthermore, many United Church members are older and 
part of a demographic that is extremely vulnerable to the worst possible impacts of the virus. The 
Pacific Mountain Region is thus urging an abundance of caution when it comes to returning to in- 
person worship. The three phases are described as:  
 

Phase 1: Reopening the Building during the Pandemic 

Small groups may meet in person in small numbers, with social distancing and masks. Worship will 

continue to be online only, with some exceptions for outdoor worship. 

Phase 2: Reopening In-Person Worship during the Pandemic 

Worship and other activities resume in church buildings, with social distancing and other measures. 

Phase 3: Full Return during the Pandemic 

For worship and other gatherings, we will still need to consider the health and safety regulations of 

our province. 

Each Church council, however, has the power to make decisions on reopening. The governing board 

of each community of faith consults with its local public health unit, provincial health ministry, and 

regional council. The guiding principle is the safety of all who enter the building or connect with the 

congregation through church events.  

 

4 Faithful Basic Practices  

In so doing, the COVID Safety Team on behalf of the Board, has determined that the following 

practices are essential: 

https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/being-community/phase-1-reopening-building-during-pandemic
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/being-community/phase-2-reopening-person-worship-during-pandemic
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/being-community/phase-3-full-return-during-pandemic
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a. Checklist for Entry: Each space we occupy will have an Entry Check Poster posted at the 

door and someone assigned to check through the list with those entering. (Appendix 10) 
 

b. Contact Tracing: Keeping a log of our movements can be very helpful if we ever need to 

know where we've caught something viral. Wherever we gather, an appointed person 

will make and keep a list of participants for at least 30 days so that people can be 

contacted if anyone tests positively for the virus after the fact. 
 

c. Distancing, Masking, and Sanitising (D,M,S): Every in-person event will ensure that we 

keep a 2m/6.6ft distance between people not in the same “bubble.” Along with this, 

hand washing / sanitizing, wearing masks when distancing isn't possible, and sanitizing 

surfaces that will be touched are our DMS (Distancing, Masking, and Sanitizing) shield 

against the slings and arrows of this virus. 
 

d. Number of people allowed in various spaces: We've measured various spaces in our 

buildings and outside of them, and used a calculator to determine how many people can 

be in the space when physically distant. We've posted maximum room occupancy 

posters in each space.  The following spaces have the following maximum occupancy 

based on units, which are one or more people that live together. (Appendix 9) 

o Narthex (1) 

o Church office (2) 

o Chancel (4) 

o Sanctuary (26) 

o Flower Room (2) 

o Hall (26) 

o Stage (5) 

o Kitchen (1) only for extra hall space… 

o Photocopy Room (3) 

o Bathrooms (1) 

o Parking lot (50) 

o NM Garden (30) 
 

e. Right/Duty to Insist on Safety: It's easy to forget once we’re together, that we need to 

stay 2 meters/6 feet apart, and/or be masked. We're also trained to be polite, so when 

someone enters our personal space it might be hard to ask them try step back. We’re 

going to work hard to create a culture where with love and humour we can put a hand 

up and remind each other “Six feet please!” or “More space please” or pointing to our 

mask and saying “Mask please!” or “M’asking for a friend.” Kind assertiveness can save 

lives, so let's practise it! 

5 Protocols for Gathering 

a. General PMUC Plan/Protocol: Overarching plan for all events. 
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Pitt Meadows United Church: COVID-19 Safety Plan    30 July 2020 

Re-Opening Recommendations:  

• Up-to-date contact information for staff and volunteers is maintained by the Church 

Office.  

• Working from home will continue for staff for the foreseeable future.  

• Worship, committee and group meetings (i.e. services, meetings, events) will continue via 

Zoom whenever possible. Small groups may meet in person following directives below, 

with outdoor settings preferred.  

• Occupancy unit limits are posted in each common area of the church buildings (narthex 

(2), sanctuary (26), chancel (4), church office (2), church flower room (2), hall main room 

(26), stage (5), hall kitchen (1), hall photocopy room (3), washrooms (1 each)).  Each “unit” 

is an individual, couple, or family group.  

• Posters for entry check and respiratory etiquette will be posted in narthex and church hall 

entrances.  

• Posters for hand washing will be posted in washrooms and church hall kitchen.   

• Hand sanitizer and disinfecting wipes will be provided in common areas (narthex, church 

office, church hall, washrooms). Hand sanitizer must be used on entry and exit.  

• Disinfecting wipes and cleaning supplies will be provided in washrooms with instructions 

to clean after each use.  

For any group activities associated with PMUC (responsibility of PMUC group leader):  

• Group to document the items below as a “safety plan”; safety plan to be posted while the 

activity is taking place.  

• To support contact tracing, individuals attending events are to provide their name and 

contact information (volunteers and public). Group leader to maintain list for 30 days.  

• Appropriate signage will be posted where appropriate (occupancy limit, entry check, cover 

coughs and sneezes, handwashing) 

• Entry to events to be controlled, ensuring occupancy limits are posted and adhered to.  

The 2m/6 feet physical distancing must be maintained (markings may be utilized to show 

2m/6 ft) and wearing of masks is required when moving about. COVID safety questions 

will be asked and/or posted. 

• Group to practise and be encouraged to ask others if needed: “More space please?” & 

“Mask please?” & “Of course!” 

• At each entry hand sanitizer (at least 60% alcohol) to be provided for use when people 

enter and exit.  

• For physical distancing and traffic flow:   

o Different points of entry and exit from high-traffic areas to be established.  

o Ensure physical distancing of at least 2m/6.6 ft is maintained at all times. 

o Areas where crowding or bottlenecks may occur to be identified and volunteers 

used to redirect people who may gather in these areas.   
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o A person to direct or facilitate the flow of people during busy times to be assigned.  

• Disinfecting wipes and a safe place for disposal of used wipes and other PPE to be 

provided.  

• Non-essential items to be removed from the area (reduce clutter).  

• There is to be no preparation or serving of food or drink and the kitchen is closed.  

• Before and after each gathering, cleaning and disinfecting protocols to be followed (see 

WorkSafeBC Cleaning and Disinfecting) for all high touch surfaces (e.g., doorknobs, 

countertops, bathrooms, chairs, tables).  

• Washrooms to be cleaned/disinfected after each use (cleaning supplies to be provided).  

If there are any health and safety issues, or concerns, please notify a member of the PMUC 

Board 

b. Specific Protocols: Specific safety plans for unique events are to be created 

demonstrating that thought has gone into such events ahead of time. 

i. Appendix 1 Visiting each other 

ii. Appendix 2 Small Gatherings in the Church 

iii. Appendix 3 Gatherings in gardens (Norma) 

iv. Appendix 4 Interviews in the Church (Richard and Anne) 

v. Appendix 5 Use of the Church Office (Bethan and Anne S) 

vi. Appendix 6 Larger events in parking lots, and Church lawn (Norma) 

vii. Appendix 7 Outdoor Worship elsewhere 

viii. Appendix 8 Meetings in the hall 
 

c. Posters: Posters will be placed in appropriate spaces within the building, and outdoors. 

ix. Appendix 9 Occupancy Limits Posters (Room doors) 

x. Appendix 10 Entry Check Poster (Narthex and Entrance to Church Hall) 

xi. Appendix 11 Cover Coughs and Sneezes Poster (Narthex and Hall Entrances) 

xii. Appendix 12 Handwashing Poster for Washrooms and Kitchen 

xiii. Appendix 13 Cleaning and Disinfecting Instructions (Narthex, Office, 

Sanctuary, Kitchen, Bathrooms, and Hall Entrances) 

xiv. Appendix 14 Selecting and Using Masks Poster 

xv. Appendix 15 How to use a Mask Poster 

6 Getting Ready to Resume In-Person Worship Gatherings  

 The Safety Team and Worship Team will train a Worship Safety Coordination Team to: 

a. Prepare the Building Before and After 

b. Use Entry checks  

c. Monitoring distancing 

d. Preparing the Congregation  

https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/information-sheets/covid-19-health-safety-cleaning-disinfecting?lang=en
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/information-sheets/covid-19-health-safety-cleaning-disinfecting?lang=en


8 

7 Planning Outdoor Worship/Ministry with Limits  

a. Singing and Music: We will be “fasting” from singing until we are able to do so confident 

of safety. While singing is a very important activity for congregations, we are not 

confident that we are able to do so completely safely at present. While not as forceful 

as coughing or sneezing, singing can produce large and small droplets in which the virus 

lives. While large droplets tend to fall to the ground fairly quickly, smaller droplets can 

be suspended in the air (aerosolization) for up to nine minutes. These small droplets can 

be inhaled by others into the respiratory system. Having a group of people singing 

increases the number and range of these small droplets. In a poorly ventilated room, the 

room will fill quickly with aerosolized droplets. As much as it pains us, we will not be 

singing or using any wind instruments in or outdoors during worship until we have more 

evidence that it is safe. 
 

b. Passing the Peace: Since we are committed to physical distancing, there will be no 

hugging, handshakes, or passing of the peace in worship through touch. Rather, people 

will speak and make gestures of peace to each other from 6 feet/2 meters apart. 
 

c. Communion: Until there is a vaccine, communion is discouraged except in virtual 

worship. BYOE (bring your own elements) could be tried, but sanitised kits would need 

to be provided so no-one is left out. 
 

d. Offering: Our offerings may be received by cheque under the church office door or by 

mail, by means of PAR, or online through CanadaHelps or e-Transfer.  When doing 

worship outdoors, the offering box will be available for depositing envelopes.  The two 

people receiving the envelopes will sanitize their hands before and after opening and 

accounting for the money, and do so while staying 6ft/2m apart. 
 

e. Baptism: In the case of baptism, the person or parents will be consulted and protocols 

agreed upon that allow for robust safety measures and maximum freedom. The board 

will approve such protocols before the baptism takes place. 
 

f. Weddings: Weddings will take place with rigorous safety protocols including how many 

people can attend, appropriate physical distancing, sanitising of the signing table, pens, 

chairs, and no bulletins. 
 

g. Memorial Services and Burials: Memorial services will take place with robust safety 

protocols including how many people can attend, appropriate physical distancing, 

sanitising of furnishings, guest book pens, pews, and no bulletins. 

8 After Gathering for Worship  

a. After-Church Chat Time: Until there is an effective vaccine, any gatherings whether 

indoors or outdoors will ensure rigorous physical distancing, masks, and appropriate 

sanitization. We will not serve food or drink. 
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b. Communion in Pastoral Care: First preference in communion in the home or hospital 

would be for the recipient to provide their own bread, grape juice, and plate and glass. 

An alternative might be to bring a sanitised prepackaged communion kit. The Minister 

and congregant will observe physical distancing, wear masks, and wash or sanitize hands 

before and after the ritual. 
 

c. Staying Connected: Zoom and phone calls will continue to be our main way of caring for 

each other along with calls and emails from our phone tree contact people. In-garden 

visits in individual homes, physically distanced visits in the church office, church lawn, or 

a local coffee shop with outdoor patio, or in-garden gatherings for fellowship may take 

place. Hospital visits if allowed will practise the DMS (Distancing, masking, sanitizing) 

protocols and any others required by the hospital.  
 

d. Pastoral Care by the Minister: In general Rev. Bethan will use Zoom, phone calls, 

messaging, and outdoor-visits to connect with congregants and she will avoid in-home 

visits.  In rare cases of illness or other crises that prevent congregants from using Zoom 

or telephones, leaving their homes or beds, or going outdoors, Rev. Bethan might offer 

to do in-home or hospital bedside-visits.  She will be masked, keep 2 meters away from 

others, wash her hands upon arrival and when leaving, and keep the visit short. (This 

will protect you, her, her family, and other congregants). 

9 In Conclusion  

Although this situation feels strange, we're not the first generation to go through difficult times 

and we are blessed that we can do this together and that we do have technologies that enable 

us to talk to and see each other even while distant. One of the hardest things about this 

pandemic is that we feel more out of control than before and we have no idea when it will end. 

Yet there are some things over which we do have control. Our own behavior and actions are in 

our hands, and if we direct these towards loving God and ourselves and each other, doing 

everything we know to do to keep each other safe, paying attention to our mental health and 

sense of kin’dom purpose, we can not only get through this challenge alive, but be all the better 

off for it.  May God hold us all and bless us so that we can be a blessing.  
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https://pacificmountain.ca/wordpress2017/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/PMRC-UPDATED-Reopening-Churches-During-COVID19-Discernment-and-Guidelines.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/office-of-the-provincial-health-officer/covid-19/class_order_employers_covid-19_safety_plans_covid-19_may_14_final.pdf
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/checklist/covid-19-safety-plan?lang=en
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/office-of-the-provincial-health-officer/covid-%0d%0a19/covid-19-pho-guidance-faith-based-organizations.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-preparedness-response-recovery/covid-19-provincial-support/bc-restart-plan#move-phases
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11 Appendices   

a. Specific Protocols: Specific Protocols will be created for specific events as they occur. 

 

i. Appendix 1 Visiting each other 

 

• Carefully scrutinize the PMUC generic COVID protocol, and ensure understanding of it. 

• Do not visit if either party has any symptoms of COVID. 

• When visiting other congregation members use outdoor venues such as parks, gardens, 

and patios wherever possible.  Keep a record of the visit and date and time for contact 

tracing purposes.   

• Wash your hands or use hand sanitizer before and after the visit.   

• Wear a mask unless you are outdoors and at least 2 meters away, and whenever you are 

moving. 

• Do not come closer than 2 meters to each other. 

 

 

 

 

ii. Appendix 2 Small Gatherings in the Church or Hall 

Ensure than all requirements of PMUC generic protocol are strictly adhered to: 

• Use email invitations to remind people not to come with symptoms. 

• Ensure that no one has any symptoms as they enter. 

• Keep a record of participants or anyone dropping by. 

• Sanitize the seating and other surfaces before and after use. 

• Physical distancing between people at all times. 

• Wearing of masks when arriving, leaving, moving around, or if near anyone. 

• No singing, humming, shouting, speaking loudly, or using wind instruments. 

• Sanitize hands through washing with soap and water or alcohol-based sanitizer. 
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iii. Appendix 3 Gatherings in gardens (Norma) 

Safety Protocol for Outdoor Event - Norma’s Garden Gatherings 

Contact Tracing: Names are recorded for contact tracing.  

Checking: When guests are invited, they’re asked not to attend if they're unwell or have any 
COVID symptoms. 

Distancing: No more than 12 people are invited, chairs are spaced at 2 m/6.6 ft  

Masking: Masks are worn by guests when they are coming in, going out, and moving from their 
physically distanced chairs.  

Sanitizing: All chairs are sanitized before the event.  Hand sanitizer is placed near the entrance. 

Upon entry through the garden gate guests will be responsible for: 
• Distancing as they approach the back of the building. 
• Using the hand gel available upon entry.  
• Moving as quickly as possible to the back of the property and 
• Choosing a chair of your choice and staying seated.  

 
For those who have ordered food prior, it will be served to you fully wrapped by one person 
wearing a mask and gloves. 
 
Even though we’re all outside in the fresh air we still have to remain cautious.  

• Cover your mouth if you have to cough or sneeze.  
• Do not share anything unless wiped down first (e.g., passing around a cell phone to look 

at pics or handing over a book etc.,) be aware that everything you attempt to touch that 
doesn’t belong to you must be disinfected. 

• Be careful and aware, but please try to enjoy the gathering despite all the safety 
precautions…it’s all about fellowship and caring. 

 
As you leave the garden, please use the same precautionary measures of distancing. 

 

Norma's Catering at Garden Gatherings 

At Norma's Garden Gatherings all safety precautions are taken. Adherence to strict cleaning 
and sanitizing occurs both back and front of house. 
 
In the Kitchen: 
During preparation the caterer practices: 

• masking,  
• hand washing and  
• cleaning/sanitizing of surfaces and utensils, 

and safe preparation methods for: 
• baking goods,  
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• placing baked goods on a tray,  
• buttering bread, 
• applying fillings, 
• wrapping them, 
• paper plating sandwiches, 
• keeping them in the fridge until consumed.   

 
Hand washing is repeated in order to: 

• place sandwiches on a clean tray and  
• transport them to a table in the garden. 

 
Garden: 
Food items are: 

• distanced, and  
• labeled with the buyers’ names on them,   
• picked up and eaten from physically distanced chairs.  

 

Guests are asked to bring their own beverage, but coffee is available for those who want it, 
with milk and sugar separated for individual pickup.  All crockery is sanitized. 

 

iv. Appendix 4 Interviews in the Church (Richard and Anne) 

COVID-19 Protocol for Church office – Zoom interview station 

1.  All users of the church office will sanitize their hands upon entry, hand sanitizer is available 
 on the desk. 
2.  Maximum occupancy of the office is two units at one time. 
3.  Occupants to wear masks when more than one person is present and will maintain social 
 distancing to the extent possible within the space. 
4.  For maximum ventilation, the office door and front door of church to be left open when 
 more than one person is present. 
5.  Pre-cleansing - the Zoom interview station will be cleansed in advance of each scheduled 
 interview by: 

a. spray cleaning high touch surfaces including 
i. door handles, 

ii. light switches, 
iii. desk surface, 
iv. chair arms and head area 

b. antiseptic wipes on touchable equipment including 
v. laptop lid, keys and buttons 

vi. headphones 
6.  Interviewees will close equipment and depart, closing locked doors behind. 
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v. Appendix 5 Use of the Church Office (Bethan and Anne S) 

 

Staff will have read the PMUC Overall COVID Safety Protocol thoroughly and 

understand all the guidelines and safety mechanisms 

A record will be kept of anytime either of the staff, or other congregation or society 

members are in the office. 

A record will be kept of furniture sensitising practise and the date and time used 

The desk will be kept clear of clutter 

No more than two people will be in the office at the same time 

Masks will be worn when moving or not 2 meters apart 

Wipes and handsanitizer will be readily available and used upon entry and exit as 

well as other appropriate times 

Door handles, desk surfaces, and other parts of the office that are touched will be 

sanitized after use e.g. telephone 

The office door will be left open for ventilation purposes 
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vi. Appendix 6 Larger events in parking lots, and Church lawn (Norma) 

Pitt Meadows United Church Safety Plan for: Parking Lot Garage Sale 
 
Date/Time of Event: 
Event Location: PMUC Parking Lot (outdoors) 
 
The following COVID-19 safety measures will be in place for the Parking Lot Garage Sale: 

• The occupancy limit (maximum number of people in parking lot including volunteers) at 
any time will be: 50. Occupancy signage will be posted. 

• Everyone entering the parking lot will be asked to read the entry check guidelines (see 
page 2: WSBC entry check) 

• At entry and exit, hand sanitizer (at least 60% alcohol) will be available for use when 
people enter and exit.  

• Single entry and exit points will be marked, and controlled: 
o markers will be in place to ensure distancing if there is a lineup prior to entry 
o entry will be limited as required based on occupancy 
o volunteers will be available to control the number of people entering the area, 

and to control the exit area 
• Any curbside pickup will take place in a designated area with appropriate physical 

distancing. 
• All volunteer sellers will be wearing masks and gloves. 
• Volunteer sellers will assist with monitoring for physical distancing. 
• To support contact tracing, individuals attending will be asked to provide their name 

and contact information (includes volunteers and public). Group leader will maintain the 
list for 30 days.  

• For physical distancing and traffic flow:  
o Seller tables will be set up to allow for physical distancing of at least 2m/6 feet  
o Disinfecting wipes will be available for use 
o Directional signage will be used 

• There will be no preparation or serving of food or drink.  
• Before and after the event, cleaning and disinfecting protocols will be followed for all 

high touch surfaces (e.g., tables, chairs).  
• The buildings (hall/church) will be accessible to volunteers only, not public.  

 
Signage will be posted for: 

• Occupancy Limit (indicate number) 
• Entry 
• Entry check (see Appendix ix) 
• Exit 
• Directional signage (one-way traffic flow) 
• Reminder to keep physical distancing of 2m / 6 feet 
• Masks are mandatory for all volunteers and shoppers 

 

https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/posters/help-prevent-spread-covid-19-entry-check-visitors?lang=en
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/posters/help-prevent-spread-covid-19-entry-check-visitors?lang=en
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vii. Appendix 7 Outdoor Worship elsewhere 

PMUC Outdoor Worship COVID Safety Plan 

General Recording, signage, and training: 

 Up-to-date contact information for staff and volunteers on duty will be documented. 

 Information about physical distancing, facility-specific risk-reduction measures, and 
proper respiratory and hygiene practices will be given during training to staff and 
volunteers. 

 Encourage all speakers to keep their voice at a low volume, or use a microphone. 

 Signage will be sent by email and posted to inform everyone of the measures in place. 

 A maximum of 50 people will be allowed in for the service at least 2m/6ft apart at all 

times and this limit will be posted at all entry points. 

 People will be invited to bring their own cushions or chairs.  

 People will be asked to RSVP to ensure that attendance does not exceed 50. 
 
Entry and Greeting 

 At two or more entry points, entry volunteers will welcome people and:  

o ask COVID safety questions,  
o take contact information, keep count, and  
o ensure that masks are worn or provided, unless there is a medical reason a mask 

cannot be worn, in which case physical distancing will be even more critical 
o remind people to cough and sneeze into their elbows or a tissue. 

 Tissues and hand sanitizer (at least 60% alcohol) will be available 2m/6ft from the entry 
volunteers for people to use when they enter as well as an offering box for those who 
prefer not to give online. 

 Both within the invitation email, and through questioning by the entry volunteers, 
access will be restricted to those who meet the criteria on the poster for entry. Anyone 
who is sick, who has travelled from outside of Canada, or who has been advised by 
public health to self-isolate will be asked to stay at home, or with kindness and regret be 
asked to return home. 

 Lineup to the entry volunteers will be controlled by physically distanced chalk/tape up 

to where people will be welcomed and checked for health.  

 Before or after being welcomed by the entry volunteers, volunteer ushers will identify 
areas where crowding and bottlenecks may occur, and redirect people. 

 After being greeted by entry volunteers, people will be guided to appropriate seats 

marked by chalk or tape. 

 Entry volunteers and volunteer ushers will remain at least 2 metres from visitors and 
others at all times. 

 A garbage can will be available at entry sites for visitors to dispose of used sanitizing 
wipes and other personal protective equipment. 

 The service will not use bulletins or hymn books, nor provide any handouts. 
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 Places for sitting will be marked off at 2m/6ft distances by chalk or tape. 

 Shaking hands, hugging, touching, or passing items between people compromises the  

2 metre distance between congregants and will thus be replaced by waving, nodding,  
or bowing. 

Worship Limitations 

 Worship will be no longer than 45 minutes from start to finish. 

 Those leading, announcing, or reading in worship will remain at least 3m/9ft from the 
congregation at all times. 

 A portable speaker and wireless microphone will be used by the Minister. 

 A separate wireless microphone will be used by the announcer who will also be the 

reader unless there is a third microphone available (microphones will not be shared). 

 The service will also be livestreamed using a smartphone for those who cannot come in 
person. 

 There will be no congregational or choir singing or humming, no unison speaking, no 
speaking loudly, no playing of wind and brass instruments. 

 There will be no serving of food or drink. 

 Arrow decals will be placed on the floor to direct traffic. 

Exit 

 Volunteers will remove all tape, signage, offertory boxes, etc. from the space. 

 Volunteer ushers will direct people to leave while maintaining 2m/6ft distancing at all 

times. 

 Hand sanitizer will be available to people on their way out. 

 Contact information listing will be kept for 30 days. 

This PMUC Outdoor Worship COVID Safety Plan will be posted at the venue. 

 

viii. Appendix 8 Meetings in the hall 
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b. Posters: Relevant posters will be placed at various entries. 

 
ix. Appendix 9 Occupancy Limits Posters (Room doors) 
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x. Appendix 10 Entry Check Poster (Narthex and Entrance to Church Hall) 

 

 

xi. Appendix 11 Cover Coughs and Sneezes Poster (Narthex and Hall Entrances) 
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xii. Appendix 12 Handwashing Poster for Washrooms and Kitchen 

 
 

xiii. Appendix 13 Cleaning and Disinfecting Instructions  

(Narthex, Office, Sanctuary, Kitchen, Bathrooms, and Hall Entrances) 
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xiv. Appendix 14 Selecting and Using Masks Poster 

 
 

 

xv. Appendix 15 How to use a Mask Poster 

 

 

 


